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Dossier AD586 
 
 

Market study of Holst Porzellan GmbH 

regarding the online trading volume of European manufacturers 
from 15.08.2012 until 29.08.2012 

on the Internet platform eBay 

in the Federal Republic of Germany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is public announced that the new media, online visibility and internet platforms have changed the 
behaviour of the consumers and will change our society even more in future. Online shops compete with 

stationary retail stores and many new distribution channels in the multichannel system are on the rise. 
 

Also undisputed is the fact that the demand for expensive brand porcelain in Germany has been decreased 

since 1985 and was substituted by primary products of the consumer price index (e.g. multimedia, 
consumer electronics, and mobile communication). During his lifetime, the German consumer statistically 

consumes 1.7 porcelain services. On the other hand the sales rate of mobile devices, for example, is 

reduced to an average use of 2.9 years. You can find surveys about all these factors in the relevant trade 
magazines, or in other words: While the IFA in Berlin and the Gamescom in Cologne are announcing 

record attendances every year, the interest in the trade fairs Ambiente and Tendence in Frankfurt is falling 
steadily. 

 

One factor which is not yet known is the share of the saturation of demand by "second hand" porcelain 
that is traded by private households and semi-professional suppliers of second-hand-goods on the relevant 

online platforms. The generation born from 1920 to 1939 currently bequeath the largest inventory of 
brand porcelain in German history to subsequent generations. This new generation often does not see the 

value in the product itself or simply does not like the services. This is why 2 of 3 inherited services are sold 

at flea markets or on eBay. 
 

On the occasion of the process AD586 we tried to analyze the trading volume of second-hand porcelain on 
eBay by a targeted observation and extrapolation. Due to the urgency of the procedure we could detect 

only a short period of weak economic activity for our survey (15.08. to 30.08). It is well known and 
customary that during the hot summer months there is a reticence in demand in this product segment. 

The behaviour of the consumers is influenced negatively by the holiday season and the summer months. 

To prove this fact, please find the IFH sales index for summer 2011 as follows (Source: Stil & Markt 
09/2011). 
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In our online study we selected seven lines of well-known porcelain manufacturers and analysed them on 
www.ebay.de: 
 

• Maria weiß - Rosenthal 

• Dresden and Maria Theresia - Hutschenreuther 

• Trend - Thomas 

• New Wave, Botanica, Wildrose - Villeroy & Boch 
 
 
To record the seriousness of our study, we took screen shots of each search result:  
 
 
Maria Weiß - Rosenthal 
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Dresden – Hutschenreuther 
 

 
 
 
 
Maria Theresia - Hutschenreuther 
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Trend - Thomas 
 

 
 
 
 
New Wave – Villeroy & Boch 
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Wildrose – Villeroy & Boch 
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Botanica – Villeroy & Boch 
 

 
 
 
 
In our period of determination of (only) 15 days, we determined 1,394 successfully completed auctions for 
these seven porcelain forms. 
 
 

Manufacturer Form Auctions 
(within 15 days) 

Value of goods 
(within 15 days) 

Value of goods – 
Extrapolation (365 days) 

Villeroy & Boch New Wave 172 5,050.78 € 122,902.31 € 

 Wildrose 346 7,870.82 € 191,523.29 € 

 Botanica 289 4,438.24 € 107,997.17 € 

Hutschenreuther Maria Theresia 148 4,935.63 € 120,100.33 € 

 Dresden 66 1,743.25 € 42,419.08 € 

Thomas Trend 151 3,385.85 € 82,389.02 € 

Rosenthal Maria Weiß 222 6,167.20 € 150,068.53 € 

Total  1.394 33,591.77 € 817,399.73 € 

 
 

Extrapolated to one year (365 days) there is a turnover of ≈817.4 TD€ for the German speaking market 
(ebay.de). There are arising astronomic values if you extrapolate the result of this short study to 
 
 

- the 27 member states of the European Union 
                                
                                    or 
 
- the 75 named manufacturers in the application  
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Thus, in our view, clearly demonstrates that the inventory which already exists in the market (second hand) 
serves a significant part of current demand. Without any doubt the lost in sales for the European 
manufacturers can be determined as significant. 
 
 
 

Halle/Westfalen, 31.08.2012 
 
 
 

 
Knud Holst  
CEO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


